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COMMUNITY

What it’s like in Iraq

Ryar Gressett s o sophomors of Seutheast Layderdale High
Schowl, He ewjivys ploying bazseball, Ryan plans o parswe a career in
fical therapy, shorts medicing or the military. He wrobe Heis 2tory
about hiz fatker, St Master S, Teloery Gressetf of the Missiasipd
Air Natienal Guard's I83rd Airdif Squadren, homebased in fockson.,

By Ryan Gressett
apecial 1o The Star

M i spenads fime with me, Ever sinee [ wees liftle, he wonld come
o frorm work tired and exhansted, bot he sl managed to spend
firme with me throwime the baschall or helping me hit,

[ kerewe that is mot what e santed to do when be came home from
wark,, bt bee did it to help me. Thanks to him, [ am now 8 baseball
plawer for the Southesst Landerdale Tigers ...

L M clad haz served m Irae, and 1 interviewed hicn about whar if is
ik

“Cine of the hardest things to zet wsed fois their caliore, Ther cul
fure jswery different from ours The crews have (o be briefisd on wha
— el whitt ot — todo,” he said,

Thesw were taugeht not to raze ther lef palm or show the bottom of
their fool becanse these were offensive (o Middke Esstern people. For
examphe, when Bghdad fell, the Ieagi people stormped on the statoes
of Saldam Huszein iz 2 sign of disrespect,

He alse sapd that the crew was nol supposed to ook any of the
Midddle Enstern women in the eyes

He sibso mentionesd] how onee every hour every business has to
close for 10 minutes so they cam pray to Allah. There are aromed
groards that wallk around to make sure the businesses close,

Adter goine throoeh his experiences in the Middle East, my dad
s, 1 arm glad 1o be home,”

TO OUR TROOPS

This artwark was drawn by
d-vear-obkd Karli Bartlatt, a
studant at Highland Baptist
Chureh Child Develkapmant
Cantar, Karli is the daughtar
of Keith and Kristy Bartlatt,
The chilkdran at the center
wara askad 1o draw a
pictura for Guardsmen,
Fasarvists and activa-duby
military parsannal,

ILLUSTRATRON EY KARLI BRETLETT

The Mevidian Star asked, "Do you knew a
Cruardsman, Heservisf, member afthe
achive-duty military or peferan whe deserves
a part o e hack?” These sophomores from
Sontheast Lawderdnle High Schoel arswered
the coll and swlbwmitied “Brogming Kights”
ﬁl‘fﬁﬁ o “Frafile 2005: A Lefter from

ange.”

his ACL

Braggaing rights

*| want to brag on my brother, Michacl
Ethridge, because be is an outstanding
person whe has inspired me to do my best,
He is a 20-year-old who is always on the
path to success, and gotb a 33 in math on

*Michael hias abways been there for me
a8 a true friend and a big brother, so when
he joined the Army Beserves in 2002 and

Meridian. In 1954, he was discharged from
aetive reseree as a stall sergeant.

*My pramdiather has a garden during
the summer and grows many types of vep-
etables. He also has a horse and buggy, He
has done somuch for my family and our
community. | appreciate all that my grandiz
ther has done, and [ am grateful to him,”

Andrea Wilson

wenk overseas in 200, my pride for him

| weant to brag on my father, Richard A
[raviz Ir. because he iswery pafricdic and he
is 8 wonder ful person. He is a senior master
sergeant in the Missizsippi Air National
Guard, and he isin the 188th Air Befucling
Wing at ley Field in Meridian.

“He would do anything for his country,
and he isvery prowd to be an American, He
has been a part of the military bor 24 years,
and he has enjoved every day of it. He also
loves his family and friends like he loves his
r:u:numrly. He enjove making everyone
around him smile. He always docs every-
thing he can to make people happy”

Biritteumy Deavis

viery best”

*My prandfather, Carl Keed Lommus,
does so much for everyone and is g0 gen-
erous. He joined the Army in 1958, He went
to Fort Jackson for six months of active
duty and he served in the Signal Corps,
Als, he served in the 83rd Artillery Unit in

went up even more, Although [ miss him
with all my heart, | know he is doing what
he has always wanted to by serving his
couniry to the best of his ability. | am so
prowd of my big brother, and | wish him the

*| weant (o brag on my uncle, John Sut-
tes, because he deserves recognition and
appreciation for the sacrifices he makes. He
served for his counfry during the Vietnam
War, where hie stepped on a land mine and
Iost his leg. He has an artificial leg to
replace the one he lost and has recently
foumd ok that he may have to wear a brace
om his remaining keg. He is now in his Late
§Ye, and he spends most of his fime caring
bor his wile ... [ really admice my uncle
because | think it takes a lot of mental and
physical sirength bo live his everyday fe.”

Brittamy Mars

Marissa Ethridge

PROUD OF HER
DADDY

Ashton Lampton of Decatur
iz a second-grads student at
Mewton County Elmeantary
School. Her father, Staff Sgt.
Faul Lampton of the
Mizsizalppd Aemy Mational
Guard's 150th Comibat
Engineer Battalicn In
Meridian, |z currently serving
i Irag. Hers's what Aahton
sald sbout her plcture: |
drew a ploture of my
claddy ... e Just left for
zarvice Im Iraq for the next
wear or ag. Even thaugh |
am gaing to really miss
hirn, | am very proud of my
daddy for halping to
defemd cur countny.”

Panl

ILLUETRATION BY ABHTON LAMFTON

Iraq: Just the beginning?

Maif Banka is a
sephomere gt Meridian High
Scheel, He enjoys plaving fhe
geifar and other musical
instraaments, and hopes to go
imts business or politics,
Malt saw he has aloways od
@ sftrong apiniecn abonf the
L& War on Tervor

By Matt Banta
spacial to Tha Star
The war in [rag 15 2 very
cmatioenal subject for many
people, 1T think it is great thiat

we are able to have these
opinions. This is what makes
this country great, the
frecdom of opinion. | belicve
that this freedom should be
granted fo every single
person on Earth,

Any leader who does not
allow his people to have this
frecdom, or any freedom at
all, should not be a leader ...

Many people say that lrag
was not a dircct threat when
Saddam Hussein was in
power. | de not think it mat-
ters which terrorist or dic-
tator we eliminate from
power firet, Saddam Hussein
did not allow his citizens (o
have any frecdoms. | think
this is a good enough motive
for the United States and its

allies to help the citizens of
Lrag.

After all of the fighting has
stopped, and Irag is siabi-
lized, the United Siates
should help another country
become free ..

The ultimate goal for the
United States, in my opinion, is
in help the whole world know
the joys of frecdom. Many
people, as well as [, would not
want to live without our
freedom. Unfortunately for
other countries, their fresdom
can only be achicved with the
help of the U5, military.,

That is why | respect and
honor every single United
States soldicr whe has put
hiz or her life in harm's way
for our freedom,

Dear Johnny ...

This letfer was submifted by Kedosha
Sauford, 12, a0 sepeath-grader at
Magunolia Middle Sehaol. She iz writing
to o wmember of her church, fohauy Wise,

How are you doing? I'm fine. [ am
writing to you ta let you know that 1 appre-
ciate you and the other soldiers for what
yiouw are doing for our country.

[ thank you for bBeing courageous
enough to fight for our freedom. This
year, for the . Martin Luther King Jr
haliday, instead of having a leck-in at the
church we (went) to Adlanta to visit col-
leges, go out to eat and watch the parade.

[ wish that you could come back to
church. I wake up every day woendering
are you O and wishing you were here. When the church saw
you on the frent cover of the magazine, we were happy to see
your face. [ wish vou and the sther troops the best of luck and
much love,

Sanford

Keiosha Sanford




